IS    POLAND    LOST?

mourning. The churches were the only refuge of
the people, where they gathered and fervently
sang the national anthem. The Russians looked on,
helpless against this passive demonstration. As
Vladyslav Mickiewicz, son of the great poet,
wrote:

* It seemed as though there were two govern-
ments, a Russian one based on guns and a police
force, and a Polish one ruling the hearts of the
people/

The unanimity of the demonstration was over-
whelming.

Finally, however, the brutal nature of the
Russians overcame any faint scruples they might
have had. Declaring a state of siege, they sur-
rounded the churches and as the faithful came
out they were arrested for singing the forbidden
national anthem in church. In some cases the
soldiers burst into the very churches; The Warsaw
churches were then all closed, and detachments of
Cossacks with their terrible whips were galloping
through the streets to prevent any sort of assembly.
Count Muraviev, Governor of Vilna, confiscated
the property of the -Poles and had them hanged
whether there was anything against them or not,
merely in order *to show the rebels'. The Tsarist
Government also introduced a reign of terror in
Lithuania and in the Polish territories partly
inhabited by Russians. The Poles were forbidden
to purchase land and were burdened with crushing
taxation. The art treasures of Vilna and other
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